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As schools across the country struggle to meet the demands of the federal 
no Child left Behind Act and their state accountability systems, educators are 
searching for ways to raise student achievement. Increasing numbers of school 
and district leaders are turning to one of the most fundamental features of the 
public education system: the amount of time students spend in school.
The	addition	and	improvement	of	the	use	of	time	was	at	
the	top	of	the	list	of	recommendations	in	a	report,	Getting 
Smarter, Becoming Fairer: A Progressive Education 
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their	1981	study,	Measurement and Modeling Choices in 



























































































schools,	Time for a Change: The Promise of Extended 






































































‡Craig	Jerald,	Issue Brief: The Hidden Costs of Curriculum Narrowing,	
(Washington,	D.C.:	Center	for	CSRI,	August	2006).




































































Table 1. International Rankings and Instructional 
Hours per Year
PISA - Math 





























































































Summer First grade Summer Second grade Summer Third grade Summer Fourth grade Summer
Middle-income students, no summer school
Low-income students, no summer school
Source:	Center	for	Summer	Learning,	Johns	Hopkins	University.
























































































*Lori	Cavell,	et	al.	Key State Education Policies on PK–12 Education: 
2004	(Council	of	Chief	State	School	Officers,	Washington,	D.C.,	2005).
†G.	A.	Strizek,	et	al.	Characteristics of schools, districts, teachers, 
principals, and school libraries in the United States: 2003–04 schools 
and staffing survey.	(Washington,	D.C.:	U.S.	Department	of	Education,	
National	Center	for	Education	Statistics,	2006).
‡Ben	Wildavsky.	Scholars of Summer: More Schools Shuffling the 
Traditional Calendar.	(US	News	and	World	Report.	August	1999).
§Personal	communication	with	Charlie	Kyte,	Sept.	25,	2006.
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